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“Four schools  
in one.” 
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Entry into  
Taunton School

... that a school education should be life 
changing, not merely a daily ritual to be 
endured. 

We believe we should be preparing the 
young for the next 50 years of their lives, 
not just the next five. We believe that our 
job is to equip pupils with the values and 
experiences for a future anywhere in  
the world.

At Taunton School we believe...

International students are welcome in all 
parts of Taunton School, with several clear 
entry points depending on age, academic 
ability and level of written English.

Transfer of students beween schools is 
a natural process allowing for the best 
possible integration, academic success  
and social development.
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Taunton School is a traditional co-educational 
boarding school in South West England for 
pupils aged 0 – 18. The school is located on  
a beautiful and safe campus on the edge of 
town and has excellent road and rail links  
with London. 

The School was founded in 1847 and the 
beautiful old buildings are complemented 
by modern facilities including two swimming 
pools, a fitness suite, two all weather pitches,  
a modern theatre, a music school, a large 
library, well equipped art studios, cutting edge 
design and technology workshops and the 
latest IT suites.

We aim to provide the best possible British boarding school experience



“Preparing 
students for a 
global future.”
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Taunton School comprises Taunton School 
Preparatory, Taunton School, Taunton 
School International Middle School and 
Taunton School International, all housed in 
dedicated, specialist buildings and sharing 
many facilities on the spacious campus.

As a whole school, we aim to provide 
the best possible British Boarding School 
experience and take time to ensure that 
the correct entry point for all students is 
achieved.

Founded in 1847, historic buildings are complemented by modern facilities                    
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Taunton School is proud 
to be able to offer more 
choices to students who 
wish to study in a British 
Boarding School.

Boarding is available for students aged 
7–18 in age appropriate boarding houses 
and places are available as day students 
from 0–18.  

This brochure and accompanying 
information booklet provide a 
comprehensive view of what Taunton 
School has to offer international students 
who wish to study in a British Boarding 
School. However, further information can 
be gained by viewing our website or by 
contacting us directly.

Visit our website for more information: 
www.tauntonschool.co.uk

International students are welcomed and prepared for success
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Taunton School
International

Taunton
School

Taunton School 
Two year 6th Form Course  
A Level, BTEC or International 
Baccalaureate (IB)
Preparing students for university 
entry. Starting age 16 or 17.

Taunton School 
Two year GCSE
Preparing students for  6th Form 
entry. Starting age 14.

Taunton School 
One year Pre GCSE
Preparing students for  GCSE 
entry. Starting age 13.

Taunton School Preparatory
One to six year course 
preparing students for  entry 
into British Secondary 
Education. Starting age 7–12.

Taunton School International
One Year GCSE / Pre IB
Preparing students for A Level or 
IB entry. Starting age 15 or 16.

Taunton School 
International Middle School
Intensive one year course 
Preparing students aged 8-14  
for entry into a traditional 
British Boarding School.

Academic Year
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We welcome applications 
from all international 
students within this age 
range and are confident 
that our courses offer the 
best choice.

Whether students are looking for an 
Academic English short course to 
prepare them for study, a Preparatory 
School education prior to Senior School, 
an intensive one year GCSE course or a 
standard two year GCSE Course, a two year 
A Level, BTEC or International Baccalaureate 
Diploma in preparation for university entry, 
we are confident that our courses offer the 
best choice.

A wide range of courses is available for all ages





Traditional values and expectations International
Middle School



Mary Allen
BA (Hons), CELTA, PGCE, NPQH

Head of Middle School
Taunton School International

Taunton School International Middle School is uniquely 
located in a beautiful, traditional Manor House close to 
Taunton School. It has a distinctively happy, homely and 
caring atmosphere where a dedicated team of highly 
qualified staff encourage and nurture the development 
of the ‘whole child’. A rigorous academic programme 
coupled with a strong moral framework provides an 
excellent foundation for the next stage of their education.

Located in The Grange, pupils will take advantage of the 
same mature, ornamental gardens, native woodland 
and fine buildings that drew Sir Anthony Eden, British 
Prime Minister (1955 – 1957), to holiday here in his 
time away from office. The buildings have architectural 
features dating back to the 15th century but have been 
beautifully renovated to provide educational facilities and 
modern amenities to the highest standard.

The courses are flexible, varying in length from one 
term to one year. An intensive English Language course, 
alongside Mathematics, Science, ICT, Geography, History, 
Art, Music, Games, PSHCE (Personal, Social, Health and 
Citizenship Education), ensures that the pupils leave 
with a wealth of knowledge and skills as they move into 
Taunton School Preparatory, Taunton School, Taunton 
School International or another British Boarding School.

International
Middle School Welcome to our school
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“Traditional 
values and 
education.” 

“More 
opportunities 

than I had ever 
dreamed of .”
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“ Taunton School International  
Middle School is my number 
one choice of school for 
starting education in the UK.”

Socially, the pupils benefit from the excellent facilities at 
Taunton School. Within the extensive 56 acre site, pupils 
have access to tennis courts, two indoor swimming 
pools, a fully equipped gym and sports halls. Additionally, 
there are many musical, cultural and artistic opportunities 
including choirs, orchestras, horse riding, photography 
and theatre visits.

I look forward to welcoming your son or daughter to 
Taunton School International Middle School on their first 
step to a British Boarding School education.             

The school has a distinctively happy, homely and caring atmosphere
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The Taunton School International Middle School 
curriculum is carefully designed to provide the best 
possible start to a British boarding school education over 
the age range of 8 – 14:

•  Preparation for entry into years 5 – 8 (Preparatory School)

• Preparation for entry into years 9 & 10 (Senior School)

• Preparation for entry into year 11 (International School)

• Staff : Pupil ratio of 1:10

•  Subject specialist teachers trained and qualified in 
delivering English as an Additional Language through 
their subjects

• Emphasis on Academic English 

• On site medical centre staffed by a dedicated Matron

Traditional values and expectations alongside core British education 
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“ I cannot imagine a better 
place to start my daughter’s 
British education 
experience.”

• Emphasis on Academic English 

• Personal, Social, Health & Citizenship Classes

•  Academic subject preparation in English, Mathematics, 
Science, ICT, Geography, History, Art and Physical 
Education

• Music & Drama 

•  Specialist classrooms for Art, ICT and Environmental 
Science

•  Academic integration programme at Taunton School 
Preparatory, Taunton School and Taunton School 
International

•  English, Mathematics and Own Language GCSE 
examination entry for appropriate 14 year old students

A full range of academic subjects    



“My home  
away from 

home” 
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“ One of the best things 
about being a boarder is 
that you get to meet a lot 
of new people from other 
countries and learn a lot 
about their culture – but  
in English!”

Staff understand that this is, for most children, their first 
experience of life away from home, and work hard to 
ensure a friendly, family atmosphere which includes:

• Separate boarding houses for boys and girls

• Experienced house parents and staff living in the houses

• Comfortable, well appointed  bedrooms for 2 – 4 pupils

• Excellent bathroom facilities, many en suite

• Small, safe, rural campus

• Woodland environment

• Full weekend activity programme

• 3 meals a day served in our dining room/conservatory

• On site medical centre staffed by a dedicated Matron

Boarders live in pleasant boarding houses, on a beautiful rural campus
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Games and sport are an important part of school life and 
we are lucky to have wide open rural space for woodland 
activities as well as the full range of sporting facilities 
offered by Taunton School. 

We encourage all our students to try new sports from 
the wide range of activities available so that they can 
participate confidently in the life of their next school.

A rich and varied life outside the classroom Radu
Age: 11
From: Romania
Favourite subjects: English & Geography
Destination: Taunton School Preparatory

Before joining Taunton School International Middle 
School I was really shy, but I have changed into a 
much more confident and sporty person as I hadn’t 
ever done rugby, hockey or cricket before. My 
English has improved a lot as I spoke to a lot of 
people who all spoke English. The main thing that 
has changed is that I have become much more 
independent. Most of my friends at home have told 
me how much I have improved. I think that the best 
thing about being a boarder at Taunton School 
International Middle School was that I got to meet 
a lot of new people from other countries and 
learned about their cultures, but in English!



“Students are 
encouraged  
to make the 

most of  
school life.” 
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Pupils are also encouraged to join in with 
music and drama within Taunton School to 
make the most of school life.

Pupils who play a musical instrument are 
able to have individual music lessons in 
Taunton School’s music school. We also 
encourage pupils to participate in the 
orchestra, choir or one of the many school 
productions that are staged every year.

Participating in activities provides a good opportunity to make British friends
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“More 
opportunities 

than I had ever 
dreamed of .”





Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore 
magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim 
ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci 
tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut 
aliquip ex ea commodo consequat.

Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie 
consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat 
nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et 
iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent 
luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore 
te feugait nulla facilisi. Lorem ipsum dolor 

sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed 
diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt 
ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 
quis nostrud m zzril delenit augue duis 
dolore te feugait nulla facilisi.

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis 
eleifend option congue nihil imperdiet 
doming id quod mazim placerat facer 
possim assum. Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed 
diam nonummy nibh e vcout laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.

Adrian Hallworth 
B.Sc, M.Ed.

Principal 
Taunton School International

Preparing students for the next stage International
School



At Taunton School International we aim to meet students’ 
individual needs and to prepare them academically, socially 
and pastorally for their next school.

Academically, students are placed into classes according 
to their English and Mathematical ability and they study 
a full curriculum of subjects, with lessons six days a week. 
Students on our One Year GCSE Programme are able to 
study up to 8 GCSEs from a choice of 23 different subjects. 
We also offer a Pre-IB course including Study Skills and 
Theory of Knowledge. We are delighted to be able to offer 
students this wide choice academically, which means that 
our programmes are excellent preparation either for A Levels 
or the IB Diploma.

Socially, students are able to choose from a wide range of  
different activities offered by Taunton School such as music, 
art, sport, golf and riding. They also join the UK boarders for  
a full programme of social events and cultural excursions  
at weekends. We are always very proud when our students 
play for a school sports team, swim for the school, sing  
in the school choir or play a musical instrument in the  
school orchestra.

Adrian Hallworth 
B.Sc, M.Ed.

Principal 
Taunton School International

Welcome to our school



A nice quote 
can go into 

this red square 
about school life 

Our examination results are impressive, 
although the true measure of our success 
is in enabling students to go on to the UK 
school of their choice. We are very proud 
that there are students from Taunton 
School International enjoying success in 
top boarding schools throughout the UK 
such as:

• Bromsgrove School

• Caterham School

• Clifton College

• Dean Close

• D’Overbroecks College  

• Hurtwood House

• Lancing College

• Malvern College

• Millfield School

• Oakham School

• Royal High School, Bath

• Royal Hospital School

• Sevenoaks

• Sherborne

• Uppingham

Schools like students from Taunton School 
International because they have:
• Good GCSE grades
• Reliable reports
• Excellent study skills
• Experience of boarding school life.

Students go on to the UK school of their choiceMomoko
Age: 16
From: Japan
GCSE subjects: English, Maths, Additional Maths, 
Combined Science, Biology, Chemistry, Business 
Studies, ICT, Travel & Tourism 
Destination: Bromsgrove
When I arrived at Taunton School International  
I knew very little English. I remember having only 
simple sentences and finding it very difficult. The 
staff are very friendly, supportive and generous with 
their time and being able to study in small classes, 
give my opinion and listen to others’ opinions 
meant I progressed quickly. I now have an IELTS 
score of 7.0 and am going to study Biology, 
Chemistry, Maths and Business Studies in my Sixth 
Form, then hopefully on to the University of Bristol 
to study to become a vet.

“The best 
possible start  
to boarding 
school life.” 
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“ The year I spent at Taunton 
School International has 
changed me for the better. 
I definitely made the right 
decision coming here 
and am now thoroughly 
prepared for the Sixth 
Form.”

Preparing students academically, socially and pastorally for their next school

Pastorally, students get a lot of support 
and care from our dedicated and caring 
staff. We have over eighteen years of 
experience in caring for international 
students. As Principal, I am always available 
to students if they have any academic or 
pastoral needs and I am closely involved 
with placing students into their next 
school.

I look forward to welcoming your son or 
daughter to Taunton School International.
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At Taunton School International we 
provide high quality tuition for speakers 
of English as a first or second language 
which is appropriate to our students’ ages, 
abilities and proposed entry point into the 
British education system. 

Students study a range of academic 
subjects following the British National 
Curriculum leading to the GCSE 
qualification. All students also follow an 
intensive course in English for Academic 
Purposes, taking IELTS, the UK university 
English entrance examination.

In the last three years our average GCSE 
pass rate A*-C has been 90% with an 
impressive average A*-A pass rate of 41%.

Taunton School International offers:

•  Subject specialist teachers trained, 
qualified or experienced in delivering 
English as an Additional Language 
through their subjects

• Small classes (maximum 10 students)

• A disciplined and supportive environment

•  40 x 1 hour lessons of study per week plus 
supervised homework

•  Study Skills, Theory of Knowledge, PSHE 
and Games/PE as a part of the academic 
programme

•  The chance to take up to 8 GCSEs in only 
one year

Preparing boys and girls aged 15–17 for success in a UK Boarding School
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High quality tuition leads  
to up to 8 GCSEs in a year 
and a 6th Form place at a  
UK school or college.

Taunton School International helps 
students to: 

•  build a firm foundation of knowledge 
before going on to study at a higher level

•  learn the specialist vocabulary needed in 
each subject

•  adapt to a different teaching and learning 
style

• develop good study skills

• have the self-discipline to work hard

Classes are small and students have an academic tutor to support them in their studies
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GCSEs (General Certificate in Secondary 
Education) are the examinations that 
British students take at the end of Year 11, 
when they are 16. It normally takes two 
years to study GCSEs. Good UK schools 
require 5 GCSE passes at grade C or above 
to study A Levels or the IB in the Sixth Form.

At Taunton School International we offer 
a One Year GCSE Programme. This is an 
intensive course which allows students 
aged 15-17 to take up to 8 GCSEs in half 
the time of a normal school course. It is  
the best possible preparation for Sixth 
Form study in a UK school, saving time  
and money.

The entry process involves a combination 
of age, overall academic ability and level 
of English. English level is tested as a 
part of the entry process and students 
should demonstrate a level approximately 
equivalent to Upper A2 / B1 (or better) on 
the Common European Framework.

Students who are not able to join our  
One Year GCSE Programme because 
of their level of English and/or their 
age can apply to enter Taunton School 
International Middle School.

The school offers excellent preparation for A Levels or the IB Diploma
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The great advantage of 
having GCSE qualifications  
is that students find it easier 
to get into the school of 
their choice and are much 
better prepared to study  
A Levels or the IB Diploma.

Compulsory

•  English as a Second Language/English  
as a First Language 

• Mathematics 

• Own Language

Optional

• Biology • Chemistry • Physics

• Combined Science 

• History • Geography 

• Classical Civilisation

• Economics • Business Studies

• Psychology

• Latin 

• French 

• English Literature

• Additional Mathematics 

• Information Communication  
 Technology (ICT) 

• Art 

• Music 

• Design & Technology (DT) 

• Travel & Tourism (Dual Award)

• Physical Education (PE) 

• Religious Studies (RS)

We offer GCSE examinations in the following subjects

For more information, examination results and example timetables visit www.tauntoninternational.co.uk



“We help 
students to 

adjust to 
boarding  

school life.”
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“ I couldn’t believe the 
individual care and 
attention given to my son.  
Very different from his 
teachers back home.”

Boarders live in comfortable boarding 
houses on the school campus, and are 
cared for by dedicated house staff.

We help students to understand what is 
required of them personally to make the 
most of their opportunity from a social and 
cultural perspective. This is done through:

• Separate boarding for boys and girls with  
 comfortable and functional bedrooms.  
 Good telephone and wifi access   
 throughout the campus, making it easy  
 for pupils to keep in touch with home

• A secure campus

• Older students having their own single  
 study bedroom; younger students  
 sharing in mixed nationality bedrooms

• Three meals a day offered as a buffet  
 selection and including fresh vegetables,  
 fruit and desserts. There is plenty of  
 choice so all diets are catered for

• Central laundry & daily cleaning

• Two recreation halls including a student  
 kitchen

• Medical centre on the campus providing  
 24 hour medical care including nurses,  
 doctor visits and sports physiotherapist

All boarders are assisted with integration 
into a traditional British Boarding School 
environment through a range of activities, 
sporting programmes and cultural events.

The British Boarding School environment is a very different experience for most students
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Nearly all our students go on to study 
in a UK independent boarding school 
after they leave us. At Taunton School 
International we spend time with the 
students finding out which school they 
would like to go to, and helping them to 
achieve this if required.

Some of our students choose to continue 
their studies at Taunton School and 
our students get priority over external 
students applying to Taunton School.  

Students who wish to apply to Taunton 
School will receive their offer before the 
end of their first term at Taunton School 
International. They are also able to meet 
Heads of Departments in Taunton School 
to discuss the subjects offered and  
ask any questions.

Moving on after Taunton School International



Our examination results are impressive, 
although the true measure of our success 
is in enabling students to go on to the UK 
school of their choice. We are very proud 
that there are students from Taunton 
School International enjoying success in 
top boarding schools throughout the UK 
such as:

• Bromsgrove School

• Caterham School

• Clifton College

• Dean Close

• D’Overbroecks College  

• Hurtwood House

• Lancing College

• Malvern College

• Millfield School

• Oakham School

• Royal High School, Bath

• Royal Hospital School

• Sevenoaks

• Sherborne

• Uppingham

Schools like students from Taunton School 
International because they have:
• Good GCSE grades
• Reliable reports
• Excellent study skills
• Experience of boarding school life.

Students go on to the UK school of their choiceMomoko
Age: 16
From: Japan
GCSE subjects: English, Maths, Additional Maths, 
Combined Science, Biology, Chemistry, Business 
Studies, ICT, Travel & Tourism 
Destination: Bromsgrove
When I arrived at Taunton School International  
I knew very little English. I remember having only 
simple sentences and finding it very difficult. The 
staff are very friendly, supportive and generous with 
their time and being able to study in small classes, 
give my opinion and listen to others’ opinions 
meant I progressed quickly. I now have an IELTS 
score of 7.0 and am going to study Biology, 
Chemistry, Maths and Business Studies in my Sixth 
Form, then hopefully on to the University of Bristol 
to study to become a vet.





Summer  
SchoolChallenging, exciting and rewarding



Welcome to Summer School

  Taunton School International Summer School offers the best 
introduction to life in a British Boarding School.

  Many students start their journey into British education with  
one of our courses as they provide a proper school rather than  
an activity camp and the English examination at the end helps 
to focus their learning.

”  A key success feature of the IB Diploma course at Taunton 
School has been the preparation provided by attendance on 
either our intensive 1 year Pre IB course, or the 3 & 6 week 
Summer School courses held at Taunton School International. 

 Having an integrated suite of courses to best support the needs  
 of our students is an important part of our provision.”

 MARTIN BLUEMEL,  
 IB CO-ORDINATOR AT TAUNTON SCHOOL 



“The most 
academic and 
best summer 
school ever!”

“I learned so 
much in just 
three weeks.” 
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“ My eight year old daughter 
felt like she was part of a 
big family and learned so 
much. She was so happy 
she forgot to phone home 
after the first day!”

Students on our Summer School courses 
enjoy a wide range of sports, evening 
activities and excursions, and there is 
always something happening to keep the 
students busy and happy. 

We use all the excellent facilities at 
Taunton School including two swimming 
pools, tennis courts, fitness suite, modern 
theatre, science laboratories, art studios, 
classrooms with interactive boards  
and IT suites.

The Summer School courses are small and 
friendly. Our own term-time teachers and 
pastoral staff work on these courses 
providing 24 hour care appropriate to the 
students’ ages and needs. We are always 
there to help students when they require 
support and to provide a secure and safe 
environment.

The best introduction to life in a British Boarding School
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Senior Summer School – for pupils aged 13–17

•  Excellent preparation for UK boarding schools, 
GCSEs, A Levels and the IB Diploma

•  25 hours of tuition a week (15 hours of English 
plus 10 hours of other academic subjects) aimed 
to meet individual needs

•  Academic subjects include: Mathematics, 
Sciences, Economics, Business Studies, ICT, 
History, Art, Geography

•  English lessons with a focus on academic writing

•  Levels range from A2 - C2 on the Common 
European Framework

•  All students sit an International ESOL examination 
at the end of their course

•  Small Classes (Maximum number of students 10)

Sample Week’s Timetable
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

M
or

ni
ng English

Lessons
English
Lessons

English
Lessons

English
Lessons

English
Lessons

Day trip to 
Bristol

Free time at 
School

A
ft

er
no

on

Other
Academic
Subjects

Swimming
Volleyball
Tennis

Other
Academic
Subjects

Football
Badminton
Fitness Suite

Other
Academic
Subjects

Visit to Taunton 
town

Other
Academic
Subjects

Basketball
Rounders
Croquet

Other
Academic
Subjects

Rugby
Netball
Cricket

Visit SS Great 
Britain, 
ZaZa Bazaar, 
Cabot Circus 
shopping

Sport 

Options:
Horse riding, 
Motor  
Museum

Ev
en

in
g Cinema or 

crafts
Go Karting Bowling Archery BBQ &

Party
Pamper night /  
Table tennis 
competition

Talent Show



“I recommend that  
students start 

boarding school 
life with a summer 
school at Taunton.”
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•  Excellent preparation for UK Preparatory Schools

•  Taught by qualified primary school teachers with 
EAL experience and an understanding of how 
younger children learn and play

•  A full timetable of subjects including English, 
Mathematics, Science, Geography, Design & 
Technology, Art and ICT

•  Weekend excursions on Saturdays and Sundays

•  Levels range from A1 - B1 on the Common 
European Framework

•  All children sit a Young Learner or International 
ESOL examination at the end of the course

•  Small Classes (Maximum number of students 10)

•  Integration with British children

Junior Summer School – for pupils aged 7–12

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

M
or

ni
ng English

Maths
Sport

English
Maths
Sport

English
Maths
Sport

English
Maths
Sport

English
Maths
Sport

Excursion
Day trip to 
Exeter

Underground 
tunnels;
Cathedral;
Indoor 
climbing wall;
Kayaking

Excursion
Day trip to 
Cardi�

Castle;
Museum;
Millennium 
Stadium tour;
Funfair

Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch

A
ft

er
no

on

Science
Design &
Technology

Science
Design &
Technology

ICT 
Art 
 

ICT 
Art 

Science 
Art

Snack break Snack break Snack break Snack break Snack break

History
Drama

Geography
Music

History
Drama

Geography
Music

History
Geography

Supper Supper Supper Supper Supper Supper Supper

Ev
en

in
g Cinema or

Crafts
Go Karting Bowling Archery BBQ & Party Party Talent Show

Sample Week’s Timetable



“I learned so 
much in just 
three weeks.” 





Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore 
magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim 
ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci 
tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut 
aliquip ex ea commodo consequat.

Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie 
consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat 
nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et 
iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent 
luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore 
te feugait nulla facilisi. Lorem ipsum dolor 

sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed 
diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt 
ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 
quis nostrud m zzril delenit augue duis 
dolore te feugait nulla facilisi.

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis 
eleifend option congue nihil imperdiet 
doming id quod mazim placerat facer 
possim assum. Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed 
diam nonummy nibh e vcout laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.

A sure foundation for academic success Preparatory
School



The Headmaster

Welcome to our school

Duncan Sinclair
M.A. 

Headmaster

At Taunton School Preparatory we aim to inspire every 
child to develop into a confident, well-educated, 
personable young adult, with an enthusiasm for learning. 

Taunton School Preparatory is a happy learning 
community of pupils, staff and parents. We are forward 
looking, committed to quality and service, and  
we pursue innovative strategies and encourage personal 
responsibility in the interest of all-round development of 
the pupils in their journey of learning. 

Our challenge is to prepare our young people for a global 
context where work and leisure will not only see them 
travel more widely, but also do so for far longer than our 
generation. 

Pupils leave Year 8 as confident and gregarious young 
people. They are equipped to face the challenges of the 
next stage of their education.

Welcome to our school



“The school offers  

an outstanding 

educational experience  

to its pupils.”

ISI INSPECTORATE REPORT 2011

 “…supportive, 
nurturing, caring 
– boarding is all 

of these  
and more.”
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School years are a huge 
part of every child’s life and 
while preparation for future 
success is important, these 
years should be happy and 
memorable ones

We aim to inspire every child to develop into a confident, well-educated, personable young adult

The curriculum of the Preparatory 
School is aimed at providing a sure 
foundation for academic success. Up to 
the age of 9, pupils are taught primarily 
by class teachers with specialist input 
for Art, Design and Technology, Music, 
Physical Education and Modern Foreign 
Languages. The emphasis is on building 
core skills and allowing pupils to succeed. 

After the age of 9, setting is introduced to 
allow pupils to be taught at an appropriate 
level and pace, allowing them to be 
challenged appropriately, whilst following 
a common curriculum.

Pupils are taught by subject specialists and 
have lessons in the following subjects: 

English, Mathematics, Science, Modern 
Foreign Languages, Geography, History, 
ICT, Art, Design & Technology, Physical 
Education, Classics, Music, PSHE (Personal, 
Social and Health Education) and RS.

In Years 7 & 8 (aged 11 & 12), the 
programme of study broadens to 
incorporate an innovative new course, 
the ‘Preparatory School Baccalaureate’ 
(PSB). This course demands rigorous, high 
academic standards and is coupled with a 
broad and balanced curriculum. 

“ The school is highly 
successful in meeting 
its aims and offers an 
outstanding educational 
experience to its pupils.”

 INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS INSPECTORATE 
 REPORT, 2011



“Learning at 
Taunton is 

challenging and 
exciting all at 

the same time!” 
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Taunton School Preparatory has facilities 
that would be the envy of many Senior 
Schools. Academic rigour is supported 
with the provision of purpose-built 
classrooms for younger pupils and 
complemented by specialist teaching 
areas for all subjects. 

We excel at developing enquiring minds. 
With more knowledge, our children are 
more confident and more prepared for a 
bright future. Pupils are offered the chance 
to try something new, or develop skills 
they have already identified, through a 
huge range of out-of-class activities. 

All major sports are played, with enough 
teams to ensure all have the chance to 
represent the school. The school also 
has an orchestra, a jazz band and many 
other instrumental ensembles including 
four choirs. 

Boarding is a central provision in the life of 
the school, and in our well furnished and 
homely boarding house, children can 
enjoy a game of pool, a movie on the big 
screen, or a quiet story time with the 
houseparents or matron.

All pupils have a chance to represent the school

We offer boarders and  
day pupils an opportunity 
to live a full and forward-
looking school life

Amina
Age: 12
From: Nigeria
Favourite subjects: History, Art & Science 
Destination: Taunton School Preparatory
The idea of suddenly moving continents to an 
unfamiliar place to board was a bit of a shock to me. 
Initially, I found it hard to be away from my parents 
and friends but it was just a matter of time before 
the welcoming community of Taunton School 
Preparatory made it easier and easier. The boarding 
staff team are the nicest people, full of ideas for 
evenings and weekends. The variety of activities 
means that everyone is very happy in the house.
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At Taunton School Preparatory we aim to 
challenge children at all times and enable 
them to leave their comfort zones. 

We allow children to make mistakes,  
but we gently help them up, and redirect 
them on their journey which ultimately 
helps them understand themselves a  
little better. 

The Taunton School Preparatory journey is 
all about raising a generation who will see 
the immense potential in themselves and 
the community around them. 

Their time with us will leave them with 
genuine friends, with memories that will 
touch the heart and with experiences that 
will give their lives meaning and guide 
them into the future.

Raising a generation to see the immense potential in themselves
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 “…supportive, 
nurturing, caring 
– boarding is all 

of these  
and more.”





Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore 
magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim 
ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci 
tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut 
aliquip ex ea commodo consequat.

Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie 
consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat 
nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et 
iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent 
luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore 
te feugait nulla facilisi. Lorem ipsum dolor 

sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed 
diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt 
ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 
quis nostrud m zzril delenit augue duis 
dolore te feugait nulla facilisi.

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis 
eleifend option congue nihil imperdiet 
doming id quod mazim placerat facer 
possim assum. Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed 
diam nonummy nibh e vcout laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.

Traditional with an international feel Senior
School



As a Headmaster, I believe that a school 
education should be life changing, not 
merely a daily ritual to be endured. I 
believe we should be preparing the young 
for the next 50 years of their lives, not 
just the next five. I believe that my job is 
to equip my pupils with the values and 
experiences for a future anywhere in  
the world.

I am ambitious for your children. I and 
my staff seek to prepare young people 
to shape a changing world in the 21st 
century. That is our challenge and not 
simply spin. I intend to give my parents 
and pupils full value for the investment 
they are making, because there is no 
greater commodity than human potential. 
As a leading independent school for boys 
and girls aged 0 to 18 years, located in 
Somerset, in the South West of England, 
we offer boarders and day pupils an 
opportunity to live a full and forward-
looking school life. 

Taunton School is a traditional school with 
an international feel. International students 
are integrated with British pupils and are 
warmly embraced into school life. 

The School is well known for developing 
sportsmen and women of international 
standard. It is also very proud of pupils’ 
stunning achievements in music, art and 
drama. All pupils follow the British National 
Curriculum taking the appropriate exams 
at each level.

In years 10 & 11 (aged 14 –16) the school 
offers a wide range of GCSE subjects. 
Taunton School offers the International 
Baccalaureate Diploma and the BTEC 
qualification alongside A Levels in Years 12 
and 13 (aged 16 –18) offering pupils more 
choice.

Welcome to our school

Dr John Newton
M.A., Ph.D, F.Coll.P., Dip.M.S.(Ed.) 

Headmaster

Senior
School



“I wanted a school 
that gave me more 

choice; Taunton 
was the answer.”

1.  Arts Centre
2.  Arts Centre Foyer
3. Besley & Goodland Day Houses
4.  Car Park
5.  Careers
6.  CCF
7. Centenary Hall
8.  Chapel
9.  Chapel Green
10.  Clark Building
 (Health Centre/Drama Studio)
11.  Densham Building
12.  Densham Green
13.  Dining Room
14.  Fairwater Boarding House
15.  Fairwater Green
16.  Garages
17.  Greenham
18.  Greenham House
19.  Groundkeepers 
20.  Guardians
21.  Guvvy
22.  Indoor Pool
23.  IT Services
24.  Jenkin Day House
25.  Keeling Pool
26.  Loveday
27.  Luttrell
28.  Main Building
29.  Maintenance
30.  Marshall Day House
31.  Music School
32.  New Pavilion
33.  Old Gym
34.  Old Library
35.  Old Pavilion
36.  Parade Ground
37.  SAT Building
38.  School Shop
39.  Science Block
40.  Services & Events
41. Shale Car Park
42. Shale Pitch
43. Sports Classrooms
44. Squash Courts
45. STC
46. Taunton Pre-Prep & Nursery School
47. Taunton School International
48. Tennis Courts
49. The Chaplain’s House
50. The Front
51. Thone Boarding House
52. TPS Day Houses
53. TPS Sports Hall
54. TS Sports Hall
55. Weirfield Boarding House
56. Weirfield Teaching Block
57. Whittaker
58. WIlls East Boarding House
59. Wills Triangle
60. Wills West Boarding House
61. Woodyer Boarding House

Taunton School
Site Map



Offering more... a traditional school with an international feel
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Taunton School has excellent facilities and 
enjoys a spacious 56 acre site. We are always 
upgrading and developing our facilities.

•  Sports facilities include two astro-turf 
playing surfaces, two indoor swimming 
pools, a newly refurbished fitness suite, a 
magnificent sports hall and three extensive 
sports fields.

•  The Science Department has undergone 
modernisation and refurbishment to 
provide 21st century teaching facilities. The 
Design and Technology Department has 
three new design studios and an extended 
workshop with state of the art equipment.

•  The Arts Centre and the Theatre are 
well established parts of the School and 
the Music Department has a new wing 
to provide for more music technology, 
practice and performance space.

•  All departments and boarding houses 
have wifi network access and ICT teaching 
equipment to suit their needs.

“ The school is very successful 
in preparing pupils to shape  
the world in the 21st century,  
in line with its ambitious aim.”

 INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS INSPECTORATE 
 REPORT, 2012
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Offering more. That is not just a slogan.  
We believe that in a world offering a 
wealth of opportunities for a successful 
and happy life, a school should do all in its 
power to bring out the best in its pupils. 
By offering so much in a full working week, 
Taunton School encourages participation 
in areas where pupils are either specialists 
or simply willing participants. 

This is all done in an atmosphere of 
cooperation and partnership between all 
parts of the community, but especially 
between staff and pupils. Visitors to 
the School often tell us that we are 

extraordinarily friendly. Good facilities are 
nothing without teachers of quality. As 
true enthusiasts, they embody the values 
that make Taunton School such an exciting 
place to be.

We offer more, but do we deliver? Yes, 
because...

...we offer not just A Levels, the BTEC 
qualification and the IB Diploma, but a 
range of lectures and academic events 
involving well known opinion formers 
so that our pupils meet those who are 
shaping the world as it will be tomorrow.

We offer more because the school aim is ambitious
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By the time they leave, 
students are equipped 
and ready to make a real 
difference in the world.

...we do not simply want our pupils to be 
responsible adults; we offer girls and boys 
the chance to learn to be team members 
and to lead their peers in ways that league 
tables cannot measure.

...we do not simply have a debating 
society, we compete regionally, nationally 
and internationally in all areas of public 
speaking.

...our shows and concerts are not just for 
the specialist, but for any pupil who has 
practised hard and wishes to be part, even  
a small part, of a cultural event in School.

...we have exceptional girls’ and boys’ 
1st teams and A teams, but also believe 
passionately in the success of C teams and 
3rds and 4ths. 

...because as a matter of policy and 
strategy, we aim to take our pupils further 
in their examinations than they expected 
to go; proof of our success is fine results, 
and evidence from value added data 
indicates that we enhance the academic 
performance of our pupils more than even 
other independent schools.

Preparing young people to shape a changing world in the 21st century is a challenge we take very seriously



“Offering 
more…every 

day.”
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We offer boarders and  
day pupils an opportunity 
to live a full and forward-
looking school life

The School’s framework of pastoral support 
is central to its ethos: guidance and concern 
for individuals ensure that everyone has a 
sense of belonging to the community via 
the unique contribution they make to it.

Enthusiastic and talented teachers enable 
a quality and content of learning which are 
tuned to the demands of challenging times.
The Senior School supports the individual 
child’s development in an atmosphere of 
challenge and opportunity rooted in the 
shared values of a vibrant community.

Flexibility of thought and approach 
means that academic standards are high.               

Enterprise and creativity are the hallmarks 
of students’ achievements; while respecting 
lessons of the past they also embrace the 
momentum of the future. 

At Taunton School young people learn 
the lifelong skills of comradeship and 
collaborative effort alongside the pleasures 
of personal intellectual growth. We aim 
to provide happy, balanced and open 
individuals who are ready to play their part 
in fashioning a complex and constantly 
evolving world. We believe that their 
success in this venture starts here.

Students are encouraged to exceed their personal expectationsFame
Age: 16
From: Thailand
Favourite subjects: Business Studies 
Destination: Taunton School, A Levels
Taunton School International has changed the way 
that I think about other people. I now have much 
wider horizons and a greater understanding of 
other nationalities and cultures. And, I experienced 
all of this whilst studying in a traditional British 
Boarding school. Lessons of the highest quality with 
a lot of opportunities to take part in, including my 
passion – sport! I represented Taunton School 
International and Taunton School so far and am 
looking forward to continuing with this next year 
whilst taking the challenge of A Levels as well. 
I would recommend Taunton School International 
to anyone – we can all benefit from the education 
they provide.



46  TAUNTON SCHOOL PROSPECTUS

Whether students are new to Taunton 
School or whether they move into the Sixth 
Form from within, the moment is a defining 
one. It marks a clear transition and it brings 
with it a changed status, students are 
regarded within the School community as 
young adults.

All students are encouraged to be 
independent learners and all benefit 
from the style of teaching and quality of 
relationship between teacher and student 
that makes the Sixth Form at Taunton 
School such a special place.

There will be many choices and decisions 
to be made; the most significant of which 
is choosing between AS/A level courses, 
the BTEC qualification and the International 
Baccalaureate Diploma. Irrespective of 
which course is chosen there then lie 
decisions about subjects to be studied. 
Students will be offered the best possible 
advice from highly experienced and 
sensitive members of staff. 

Sixth Form life at Taunton School brings a broad range of opportunities
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Taunton School has an 
excellent academic record, 
results are outstanding and 
the vast majority of our 
students secure a place at 
their first choice university. 
We are a value adding 
School in every sense.

Beyond the academic arena, Sixth Form 
life brings a broad range of opportunities. 
We aim to provide ‘something for everyone’ 
so that students are empowered to make 
choices that are right for them. Music, 
drama and sport are very strong and there 
are many opportunities for leadership 
development and contribution. 

The Sixth Form at Taunton School is a 
dynamic place. The Sixth Form centre, The 
Guvvy, provides a friendly place with a very 
special atmosphere where students can 
meet and socialise. 

 We offer a wealth of opportunities for 
relaxation and enjoyment, from the Gala 
Christmas Ball to film and pizza evenings. 

We do all we can to ensure that our 
students leave the Sixth Form with a 
firm sense that we are part of a global 
society, not just in terms of industry and 
communication but in our responsibility for 
the welfare and happiness of all who dwell 
on our planet.

Students are regarded as young adults and encouraged to make choices that are right for them                    
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Taunton is the county town of Somerset and is 
located in the South West of England.  
The school is within walking distance from the 
town centre. With its high street names, 
specialist shops and out of town retail parks, 
Taunton is a good place to shop.

The heart of Somerset is home of the 
Blackdown and Quantock Hills, the Somerset 
Levels and Moors. The area is known for its 
natural beauty and Taunton is located centrally 
between the South Devon, Dorset and North 
Somerset coasts. Taunton also has good rail and 
road links to London.

London is 1 hour 45 minutes by train 
Exeter is 40 minutes by car 
Bristol is 40 minutes by car 
Bournemouth is 90 minutes by car



“Four schools  
in one.” 



Joining us forwww.tauntonschool.co.uk

Taunton School

Taunton, Somerset, TA2 6AD

United Kingdom

Telephone +44 (0)1823 703737

admissions@tauntonschool.co.uk
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